Application No. 09/809,625 
Amendment dated August 1, 2003 
Reply to Office Action of June 26, 2003 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 and 13 are pending in the application (claims 5-12 are withdrawn from 
consideration). Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

In the Office Action, it is noted that claim 13 is objected to for an informality. By 
this Amendment, appropriate correction has been made to claim 13. Therefore, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection to claim 13 is respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. § 102(e^ Rejection 

Claims 13 presently stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Kato (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,104,532). Because Kato does not disclose all of the limitation of claim 13 as 
amended, it is respectfully asserted that claim 13 is patentable over Kato. 

Specifically, amended claim 13 recites "the objective optical system consists of 
three lens units arranged in the following order, from an object side of the objective 
optical system: a first lens unit having a positive optical power, and two succeeding lens 
units." (Emphasis added). 

These limitations are not disclosed or suggested by Kato. Kato discloses an optical 
system which includes an objective system having first, second, and third lens units. 
However, Kato does not disclose an objective system consisting of three lens units where a 
first lens unit has a positive optical power. Rather, Kato discloses an objective system 
having three lens units wherein the first lens unit has a negative optical power. (Kato, col. 
3, lines 16-24, Figs. 4A-4C). Therefore, since Kato fails to disclose all of the limitations 
of claim 13, Kato cannot anticipate claim 13. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of claim 13 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e) over Kato be reconsidered and withdrawn. 
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and not submitted herewith should be charged to Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP's 
Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Any refund should be credited to the same account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian E. Harris 
Registration No. 48,383 
Agent for Applicant 
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Sidley Austin Brown & Wood up 
717 N. Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
Direct: (214)981-3461 
Main: (214) 981-3300 
Facsimile: (214) 981-3400 
August 1, 2003 
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